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From the Conductor

Never say “Never again” and thank goodness for that! Although
I’m loving retirement, being back with my singing family in the
Choral Society for this concert has been a great joy! Returning to
“Messiah” after a hiatus has been nothing short of eye (or ear)-
opening. The complexity of the musical lines, the depth of the
text, the reverence, the genius, and even the humor found in this
monumental work never grow stale. My deepest gratitude goes to
the Choral Society board of directors and to our remarkable chorus
for allowing me this opportunity. | wish for them, and for you, dear
audience, a most glorious Christmas season!

Susan Mueller, Conductor
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Comfort Ye My People...........ccccveevrcvenennee P e A A O A A T T i Tenor Recitative
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SKYE SINGLETON

Skye Singleton, Oklahoma native, has received the Marilyn Horne and
Dame Eva Turner awards. KUCO'’s review of her portrayal as the tragic
heroine, Lucia, hailed her as “magnificent” with “high D’s that topped the
ensemble..” Her operatic roles include: Lucia (Lucia di Lammermoor),
Queen Shemaka (The Golden Cockerel), Norina (Don Pasquale), Dido (Dido
and Aeneas), Galatea (Acis and Galatea), and Frasquita (Carmen). She
sings with Painted Sky Opera as an educational outreach singer. In Austria,
Skye sang Madame Herz from Mozart’s Die Schauspieldirektorin scenes at
the Tyrolean Opera Program.

An avid concert soloist, Skye adores singing Handel’s Messiah with previous
engagements at both the Bartlesville Choral Society and the Norman Philharmonic. Skye also specializes
in contemporary works. She had the pleasure to work with Michael Daugherty in the Oklahoma premiere
of his “Labyrinth of Love” with the OU Wind Symphony (2017). Other works include: George Crumb’s
“Apparition” in collaboration with Dr. Elizabeth Avery (2019); premiering the title role of the new short
opera Yisem for OKC’s Opera on Tap (2019); working with Nikki Krumweide on her soundtrack “Whispers”
for “The Vexation of Spirit” Student Documentary by Dylan Larino; premiering Krumwiede’s song cycle
“Songs of the Sea” (2020); and premiering an excerpt of Evan Hargraves’s “Diurnal Musings” (song cycle
for Soprano and String Quartet- 2021). Upcoming, she’ll premiere Jacob Frost’s How Can | Keep from
Singing in Opera on Tap’s 10 Minute Opera Festival (2022).

KATHRYN STEWART

Contralto Kathryn Stewart grew up in Bartlesville, where she studied piano
with Martha Boucher, and oboe with Mort Cuplin. She studied music at the
Univ. of Oklahoma and the Univ. of Tulsa, where she graduated with a
degree in vocal/instrumental music education. She then accepted a
scholarship to Yale Univ., where she received her MM in vocal performance.
She then moved to Los Angeles, where she sang regularly with the L.A.
Opera, and other companies. She toured nationally with Opera Ala Carte
which specialized in the repertoire of Gilbert and Sullivan, performing many
of the young mezzo roles including, Pitti-Sing (The Mikado), Kate (The
Pirates of Penzance), Hebe (HMS Pinafore), and Tessa (The Gondoliers). She
also toured internationally as an Allied Concert Artist. Kathryn has
performed the title role in "Carmen", Berta in "The Barber of Seville", Prince Orlofsky in "Die
Fledermaus", and many others. She has also performed with many symphonies and chorales, including
the L.A. Philharmonic, The L.A. Master Chorale, the Phoenix Symphony, the Cambridge Singers, singing
the alto solos in such notable works as The St. Matthew Passion, St. John Passion, B minor
Mass, and Christmas Oratorio by J.S. Bach, Requiem by Mozart, Elijjah by Mendelssohn, Requiem by
Durufle, King David by Honneger, and many others. Locally Kathryn has performed with the Bartlesville
Choral Society and Bartlesville Symphony, the Signature Symphony, Tulsa Chorale, and Tulsa Opera. One
of her best experiences was getting to sing back-up to The Three Tenors in Dodger Stadium, which was
aired live on PBS.

Kathryn happily moved back to Oklahoma in 1995, and she and her husband welcomed their daughter,
Megan, a year later. Kathryn still remains active in the musical community of NE OK, and is blessed to
be the Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church of Bartlesville, where she inflicts her limited pipe
organ skills on the extremely tolerant choir and congregation. She offers a big THANK YOU to Susan
Mueller and the Choral Society for this opportunity to participate in the performance today.



JEFFREY PICON

Jeffrey Picén, tenor, has performed in opera houses and with major
symphonies across the United States. He has performed with New York City
Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, San Francisco Opera, Cleveland Orchestra,
the Israel Philharmonic, the Naples Philharmonic, the Oregon Bach Festival,
the Rochester Philharmonic, Long Island Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Opera
of Kansas City, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Dallas Opera, Pittsburgh Opera,
Arizona Opera, and the Opera Company of Philadelphia. He is a graduate
of The University of North Texas and The Curtis Institute of Music. Mr. Picén
is an Assistant Professor of Voice and Diction for the Wanda L. Bass School
of Music at Oklahoma City University.

ANDRE CHIANG

Baritone André Chiang was described as “vocally commanding”
(Oregonian), “handsome of voice” (Opera News), and lauded with “let’s hear
more from this singer” (Washington Post). Chiang’s recent engagements
include Masetto (Don Giovanni) and Dandini (La cenerentola) with Dayton
Opera, The Pirate King (The Pirates of Penzance) with Tulane Summer Lyric
Theatre, Older Thompson (Glory Denied) with Painted Sky Opera, and
Schaunard (La bohéme) with Mississippi Opera and Mobile Opera. Previous
credits include Young Galileo/Salviati (Galileo Galilei), for which he was
commercially recorded, Argante (Rinaldo), and Ford (Falstaff) with Portland
Opera; Anthony Hope (Sweeney Todd) with Virginia Opera; and Lancelot in
the Young Artist Matinee of Camelot at the Glimmerglass Festival.

Competition honors include Regional Finalist for the MONC (Metropolitan Opera National Council)
Auditions, Winner of the 59th NFMC (National Federation of Music Clubs) 2017 Biennial Young Artist
Award, and Winner of the 45th NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing) Artist Awards
Competition. In concert, Chiang performed as the Baritone soloist in Carmina Burana with the Symphony
Chorus of New Orleans, Huntsville Symphony, Baton Rouge Symphony, and Canterbury Voices; and the
Baritone Soloist in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with the Richmond Symphony. His Stern Auditorium at
Carnegie Hall debut came as the Baritone soloist in the World Premiere of Martin Palmeri’s Gran Misa.
Upcoming engagements include Baritone soloist with the Canterbury Voices “Duo Lumina” concert, and
Silvio (Pagliacci) with Painted Sky Opera.

Chiang received his Bachelor of Music from the University of South Alabama, Master of Music from the
Manhattan School of Music, and Doctor of Musical Arts from Louisiana State University. As an educator,
Chiang was a 2018 NATS Intern and is an Assistant Professor of Music - Voice at Oklahoma State
University. He attended the Contemporary Commercial Institute at Shenandoah Conservatory in 2018
and also attained the designation of a “National Center for Voice and Speech trained Vocologist” in 2019
at the Summer Vocology Institute. Chiang was featured as a presenter and panelist at the 2020 NATS
National Conferenceand serves as the Artistic Director of Opera NexGen. He also maintains a private
studio teaching all styles of singing. www.andrechiangbaritone.com

Orchestra
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CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
($5004)

Drs. Mike & Helen
Bumpus

Tom & Judy
Chamberlain

ConocoPhillips

Fred Cook

Mark & Debbie Haskell

Wayne & Sue McClain

Stan and Susan Mueller

Sandy and Jacquelyn
Singleton

Jonathan Stewart

BENEFACTOR ($250-$499)
Charlie & Julie Daniels
Lauren & Juanita Green
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kane
Tommy & Dixie Squires

Contributors

PATRON ($100-$249)

Jim and Barbara
Anderson

Martine & Michel
Baillargeon

Ralph H & Lois Bergstad
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Mrs. John C. Hoyt

Jay Janzen
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Wendell Combs
Janet (Jan) Gewecke
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Irene Reburn
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FRIEND (UNDER $50)
J. Reed & Jessica Butler
Bruce Peterson

Kay Reynolds
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This list reflects contributions received as of December 1, 2021. We apologize for any inadvertent
errors and omissions. Please send requests for corrections to membership@bvillechoralsociety.org

ConocoPhillips, Phillips 66, and ChevronPhillips have a program in place to match monetary donations to
the Bartlesville Choral Society by ConocoPhillips, Phillips 66, and ChevronPhillips employees and retirees.
Information on this program can be found at hr.conocophillips.com and hr.phillips66.com. Donations and
related vouchers can be sent to Bartlesville Choral Society, P.O. Box 283, Bartlesville, OK 74005. The
Bartlesville Choral Society appreciates your gifts.

The Bartlesville Choral Society would like to thank the following individuals who
contributed to the organization through the ConocoPhillips, Phillips 66, and
ChevronPhillips matching gift program and/or the ConocoPhillips, Phillips 66, and ChevronPhillips
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BARTLESVILLE CHORAL SOCIETY

by donating to the Choral Society’s foundation. All contributions are fully tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 283, Bartlesville, OK 74005 | facebook.com/bartlesvillechoralsociety | bvillechoralsociety.org



